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Tribute to Pete Smithers
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“ Listening to each other 

helps us see the whole 

picture and make better 

choices when faced with 

changing circumstances..”

Julie Iffland, Executive Director

It is no accident of history that great social upheaval accompanies great leaps of technology.  e wheel, the internal 
combustion engine and the electric light, to name a few, transformed our lives in ways few could comprehend at the time.  
Today the pace of that change is accelerating.  We can’t  ght it.  We can’t outrun it.  How can we  harness it in ways that 
strengthen our community?

One simple answer is “By Listening.”

Growing up with the technology of the day, young people understand its potential.  ey can see what is to be gained.  
DrDrawing on a life experience full of changes, seniors can help us see what is too valuable to lose.   It is those of us in the 
middle, working too many hours, and trying to keep up with new tools who ironically tend to be the most blind to where 
we're headed.   Listening to each other helps us see the whole picture and make better choices when faced with changing 
circumstances.  

OOne of the great strengths of our community is this inter-connection.  It’s an asset we can build on.  at's why we held this 
year's annual meeting in and with the schools.  ey are doing an amazing job of putting education in context by practicing 
hands-on in the community.  Few things this year were more rewarding than the Residential Architecture Design class visit 
to Joslyn House to study how to make rooms more comfortable and attractive for our residents.  Few things were more 
unexpected than the instant chemistry between the seniors and the students.  Common purpose builds the most successful 
communities in every age, and we are hungry for more. 
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“ These kids aren't just 

learning how to be great 

students and employees, 

they're learning to be 

great citizens, too.   ”

Community: The Next Generation 
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Cost-Effective Approaches & Healthy Outcomes
SASH (Support & Services at Home) - HERE TO STAY! 

As we were preparing for this report we learned that SASH program funding was extended 
through 2016.  is is great news for seniors, because SASH helps seniors identify and reach 
their own health goals with a coordinated local network of support, and it has been proven 
effective at increasing health outcomes and lowering health costs. An evaluation 
commissioned by the US Dept of Health and Human Services found that “the SASH 
program reduced the rate of growth in total Medicare expenditures and expenditures for 
post-acute care among SASH participants.”

HHosted by nonproot affordable housing 
providers like RACDC, SASH is part of 
Vermont’s Blueprint for Health, 
pproviding targeted support and in-home 
services to Medicare beneociaries.    RACDC’s SASH Coordinator and 
Wellness Nurse collaborate with local partners, including the Clara 
Martin Center, Area Agency on Aging, Gifford, and the VNA, with 
statewide coordination by Cathedral Square Corporation, Vermont's 
largest provider of affordable senior housing.

AAs of July 1, 2014, 118 housing organizations, including RACDC have 
now rolled this service out to 3,861 seniors state-wide, and counting.

“ The SASH program 

reduced the rate of 

growth in total 

Medicare expenditures 

and expenditures for 

post-acute care among 

SASH participants.SASH participants.”
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Joslyn House is a treasured community-based model of housing with supportive services for seniors.  With a dedicated staff, 
Joslyn House focuses on providing safe and affordable shelter, meals and assistance that empowers seniors to live 
independently for as long as possible.

But Joslyn House itself is also aging.  RACDC is engaged in a feasibility study to assess the potential of a large rehab, including 
updates to mechanicals and rooms, to meet the needs of another generation of local seniors. But the round porch couldn't 
wait for that.  

IIt is an original element of the Victorian home owned by the Joslyn family.  e porch was sinking due to the fact that its 
'foundation' was intended for a porch, not living space.  Snow falling on the roof was jack-hammering the porch into the 
ground, and out of a concern for safety, RACDC was forced to shut down the room until it could  nd a way to rehab it.  
With very limited resources, this was going to be a challenge.  e porch project needed an angel.  

e new Sunrise Rotary Club, an offshoot of the Randolph Rotary Club, was looking for service projects when Pam Stafford, 
a Rotary member and RACDC Board member suggested Joslyn House.  Many Rotarians have family or friends that lived at 
Joslyn House and they understand its value to the community, so the Club agreed to take on the project.  Rotary partnered 
with RACDC to apply for several grants, and raised close to $20,000 from Rotary International, Mascoma Savings Bank 
Foundation and the Vermont Human Services and Education Grant.  More requests are pending, but this was enough to  x 
the porch structure and begin to button it up before winter.  

On On October 1st, Rotarian Doug Sanders, a partner in Chuck Adams Construction, and his team raised the porch and 
replaced the old piers with concrete supports.  With the foundation sound, volunteer service days found RACDC members 
and Rotarians working side by side to remove the old metal siding, unearth the remaining historic elements and prepare for 
new insulation.   We continue to raise the funds necessary to bring the porch all the way back, but with the help of Rotary, 
the Round Porch will soon have a new lease on life.

THANK YOU ROTARIANS!

Rotary and the Round Porch: 
RACDC & Rotary Team up to Improve Joslyn House 

 Lee Moore, RACDC Board Member, 
having a  blast on the porch!

Wayne Warner and Doug Sanders, 
Rotary volunteers

“Rotary at Work”
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Treasurer’s Report

Member Spotlight
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“ There's no greater return on 

investment than a community 

you're proud to call home.”

President’s Report:  John Westbrook, President  

Hutchinson Award

Former President Marty Strange Honored 
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Annual Meeting & Annual Report Sponsors

Thank you for supporting another 
year of  progress

Randolph Area Community
Development Corporation  

21 North Main Street
PO Box 409

Randolph, VT 05060-0409

email: racdc@racdc.com
phone: (802) 728-4305

Julie Iffland, Executive Director
Bob Ramunto, Business Manager

Lidia Valtri, Administrative Assistant
April Spinks, Administrative Assistant

Schuyler Chambers, JH Program Manager
Al & Arlene Wright, JH Resident Managers

Barb GiBarb Giroux, Resident Services
Chantel DeForge, Resident Services

Christina Jochum, Cook
Bev Whitney, Cook

Maria Archer, Housekeeping

Emel Cambel, SASH Coordinator
Catherine Clark, SASH Wellness Nurse

Sam Sam Paddock, Property Manager

John Westbrook, President
Pam Stafford, Vice President

Sarah Isham, Treasurer
Susan Sherman, Secretary

Carol Bushey
Linda Chambers

TTed Elzey
Patrick French

Lee Moore
Robert Moyer
Marty Strange
Robert Wright

Randolph, Vermont 05060 • www.racdc.com • 802-728-4305

Board of Directors

Staff
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